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like Abundius, betrayed to his destruction. This was
Argimirus, an old monk, once Censor of Cordova (June
28).* Exactly one month later Aurea, a virgin and sister
of the brothers John and Adulphus, whose martyrdom has
been already mentioned, was brought before the magistrate.
Descended fro'm one of the noblest Arab families,2 she had
long been left unmolested, though her apostasy to Christ-
ianity was well known. She was now frightened into
temporary submission; but soon repenting of her com-
pliance, and avowing herself truly a Christian, she gained
a martyr's crown (July 29).

The next example affords a similar instance of real
persecution. Ruderic,3 a priest, whose brother was a
Moslem, unadvisedly intervened as a peacemaker, in a
quarrel, in which his brother was engaged. With the usual
fate of peacemakers, he was set upon by both parties, and
nearly killed. In fact his brother supposed him to be
quite dead, and had the body carried through the town,
proclaiming that his brother had become * a Mussulman
before his death.4 However, Ruderic recovered, and made
his escape, but being obliged to return to Cordova, met his
brother, who immediately brought him before the Kadi on
a charge of apostasy. His life and liberty were promised
to him if he would 'only acknowledge that Christ was
merely man, and that Mohammed was the messenger of
God. On refusing, he is imprisoned, and finds in prison a
certain Salomon, also charged with apostasy from Islam.
The two fellow-prisoners contract a great friendship and are
consequently separated. After a third exhortation, they
are condemned to death, but not before the judge had done

1 Eulog., " Mem. Sanct.," iii. c. xv., " Quorundam ethnicorum dolo
vel odio circumventus."

2 Ibid., xvii. sec. i, " Grand! fastu Arabicae traducis exornabatur."

3  Eulog., "Lib. Apol.," sec. 21 ff.

'* So the Inquisitors in Spain used to pretend that their victims
had abjured their errors before being burnt.
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